Long-term follow-up study of cats vaccinated with a temperature-sensitive feline infectious peritonitis vaccine.
The long-term safety of a temperature-sensitive feline infectious peritonitis (FIP) vaccine was evaluated. Five hundred eighty-two healthy cats of various age groups were vaccinated with 2 doses of the vaccine. Seventy-eight percent, or 453 cats, were available for follow-up. The mean follow-up period was 541 days. At the end of the follow-up period, 427 cats (94%) were alive. FIP was not diagnosed in any cat during the follow-up period, but 1 cat died of FIP after completion of the follow-up period. Fifty cats (11%) presented with a problem during the follow-up period, but there were typical of those seen in a feline practice. The temperature-sensitive FIP vaccine appears to be safe for use in the general cat population. It does not appear to sensitize cats to develop FIP, nor do there appear to be any other systemic problems associated with use of the vaccine.